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T
ourists visiting Copenhagen this 
summer are encouraged to partici-
pate in unusual kinds of vacation 

fun, including plucking floating trash 
from the Danish capital’s waterways, 
cycling to museums instead of going by 
car, or volunteering at an urban garden.

All these activities are part of a new, 
four-week pilot project called CopenPay 
that rewards tourists for “climate-
friendly actions.”

“We must turn tourism from being an 
environmental burden into a force for 
positive change,” said Mikkel Aarø-Han-
sen, CEO of tourist board Wonderful 
Copenhagen, which runs the scheme.

“We want visitors to make conscious, 
green choices and hopefully end up get-
ting even better experiences while they 
visit,” Aarø-Hansen said in a statement 
earlier this month.

Among the more than 20 attractions 
participating in the project is the envi-

ronmental non-profit organization 
GreenKayak which offers water tours for 
tourist volunteers. They can paddle 
through Copenhagen’s 17th-century 
waterways aboard green-colored kayaks, 
plucking floating trash from the water. 
One main sailing lane heads out to the 
Baltic Sea.

“When you are in the ocean, you get 
invested in the ocean. So, I hope that will 
keep inspiring people to not leave trash in 
the ocean,” Elisabeth Friis Larsen, a 
spokeswoman for GreenKayak, told AP.

Elsewhere, tourists can trim flower 
beds, harvest coriander or feed chickens 
at Oens Have urban garden, then stay for 
a complimentary lunch. Or get free ice 
cream if they cycle or take public trans-
port to the country’s National Museum 
instead of going by taxi or rental car to 
reduce emissions.

Visitors to SMK, Denmark’s National 
Gallery, can attend workshops where 
they’re taught how to transform plastic 
waste into jellyfish sculptures.

“The whole idea was that people should 
bring their own plastic waste. And out of 
that, the children will build a jellyfish,” 
explained workshop leader, artist Susanne 
Brigitte Lund.

Copenhagen’s climate-friendly vaca-
tioners’ project—which began on 15 July 
and is set to wrap up on 11 August—comes 
as the world’s top destinations are grap-

pling with the burdens of mass tourism. 
Copenhagen also gets its fair share of tour-
ists with more than 12 million overnight 
stays last year.

Amid demonstrations and protestors 
firing water pistols at visitors in Spain, 
Barcelona City Hall announced last month 
that it would not renew any tourist apart-

ment licenses after they expire in 2028.
Italy’s Venice recently extended a 

pilot programme charging day trippers 
a five-euro ($5.45) entrance fee to the 
fragile lagoon city. And the town of 
Fujikawaguchiko recently constructed 
a large black screen to block the view of 
Japan’s iconic Mount Fuji. The reason: 

misbehaving foreign tourists.
On a recent busy summer weekend, 

tourists thronged Copenhagen’s historic 
Nyhavn harbor area, as sightseeing ferries 
squeezed down its narrow waterway, 
packed with smartphone-snapping pas-
sengers.

Tourist Fiona Veira from northwest 

Spain said the CopenPay scheme is a 
“really good idea,” but only if visitors have 
the time. “It depends how long you’re 
going to stay in the city. But if you’re here 
for more than two days then yeah,” she 
said. “It’s also a really nice way of seeing, 
interacting with the city.”

Veira was aware of the city’s climate-
supporting programs, but did not partici-
pate in any of them because she was visit-
ing Copenhagen for one day only and 
didn’t have enough time.

Many others, however, admit to leaving 
their green principles at home, once sum-
mer holidays come around.

“I think about it when I’m at home, but 
when I travel, I do think about conve-
nience more,” said Caroline Kranefuss 
from Boston.

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o p e n h a g e n 
researcher Berit Charlotte Kaae said 
the CopenPay scheme is interesting 
because it “puts some action to the con-
cept of sustainability.”

“It’s interesting to give this hands-on 
experience,” she said. But in order to 
address the true environmental problems 
of mass tourism, tourism authorities must 
look to the source—transportation.

“We need to work more on aviation 
fuels, maybe better train service, to avoid 
the short distance flights,” she said.
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Copenhagen is offering 
free food, ice cream and 
cruise tours to tourists 
who get involved in 
eco-friendly activities

Rishad Saam Mehta

W
e’re all looking to declare 
independence from the 
mundane commute from 
Point A to Point B, and 
Royal Enfield has given 

this thought a physical form with its newest 
motorcycle, recently launched in sunny Barce-
lona. The Guerilla 450 is a roadster that embod-
ies the pure pursuit of fun, and announces Royal 
Enfield’s entry into the modern street-oriented 
motorcycle segment.

It has the same Sherpa 450 engine that does 
work in the Himalayan, but they are definitely 
not clones. The Himalayan is a motorcycle you 
would take to Nepal or Nubra or on a trip that 
involves negotiating dirt, gravel, mud and 
ruts. The Guerrilla is what you want for tarmac 
therapy. It’s got a smaller fuel tank—11 litres 
compared to the Himalayan’s 17—and it is 
lighter. Shaving off even more weight is the 
fact that it doesn’t have a metal frame around 
the fuel tank. All this gives the Guerrilla a kerb 
weight of 185kg, which is 11kg lighter than the 
Himalayan.

Since the Sherpa 450 engine features a ride-
by-wire throttle, the Guerrilla’s throttle 
response has been sharpened. Two teeth have 
been dropped from the rear sprocket—it has 45 
teeth as compared to the Himalayan’s 47. All 
this means quicker acceleration, which is what 
you want in a roadster. (There is also an Eco-
throttle mode that dials down the acceleration 
a bit and trickles in a little less petrol in the inter-
est of fuel economy.) 

These are all the facts and figures—what does 
it feel like on the road? For the media ride, Royal 
Enfield had planned a rapturous route through 
the Catalonian countryside, a mix of motorway 
straights and twisty tarmac through the hills. It 
is on the latter that the motorcycle really won 
my heart.

At first glance, I wasn’t taken in by the colour 
of the motorcycle assigned to me. Called Yel-
low Ribbon, the two-tone colour scheme of 
yellow and black with purple decal didn’t grow 
on me. I preferred the Brava Blue, a simple blue 
and black two-tone with the logo in black. 
Redemption came quickly though—within 10 
minutes of riding my Yellow Ribbon Guerrilla, 
I was convinced that true beauty lies in charac-
ter and demeanour.

This motorcycle made short work of motor-
way traffic, effortlessly accelerating to 110kph. 
When I squeezed some more speed out of the 
40hp engine, it went to 125kph without a whim-
per. It was only beyond that the vibrations set in. 
But then, this is a single-cylinder engine with a 
long stroke and at relatively high rpm, vibra-
tions do become noticeable. Royal Enfield’s 
engine design department has gone a long way 
in reducing vibrations, yet at very high speeds 
they set in.

IN THE SADDLE

For my 6ft, the seat’s ride height at 780mm 
was quite comfortable. The triangular 
geometry of the handlebars, the seat and the 

up curvy roads.
To be honest, I couldn’t gauge the suspen-

sion’s shock-absorbing qualities because the 
Spanish roads we rode on were unblemished. 
Hopefully, the rear suspension has enough plia-
bility to handle the not-so-smooth sections that 
are an integral part of riding in India.

The instrument cluster on the top-end vari-
ant I was riding and the mid-level variant sport 
the TFT tripper dash that is nearly the same as 
the Himalayan. Sadly, like the Himalayan, the 
joystick toggle switch operated by the left 
thumb has the same fiddly feel. It is just too sen-
sitive, which makes it difficult to toggle between 
modes with a gloved thumb. The base model 
gets the semi-digital twin pod cluster that is 
found on the Super Meteor.

The Guerrilla 450 is available in three vari-
ants, ranging from ₹2.39 lakh to ₹2.54 lakh. The 
claimed fuel efficiency is 29.5 kpl. However, my 
fuel gauge started indicating low fuel after 
155km of hard riding in normal mode. I had 
started with a full tank (11 litres) and at low fuel 
indication I estimated that there were still about 
5 litres left so that gave me a fuel economy figure 
of 25.8 kpl. 

The Guerrilla goes up against the likes of the 
Triumph Speed 400 and Scrambler 400X, the 
Bajaj Dominar 400 and the Hero Maverick 440 
which a positioned with in the same segment 
with the same purpose—roadsters. Its cousin, 
the Himalayan, will be considered by some as a 
rival too. So, with the Guerrilla, Royal Enfield is 
entering a crowded club. It’s got the looks, the 
affordability and a pleasant personality. There 
is every chance that it’ll be the life of the party 
rather than a wallflower. 

Rishad Saam Mehta is a Mumbai-based author 
and travel writer. 
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A light roadster that’s 
the life of the party  
The new Royal Enfield 
Guerrilla 450 has the 
same engine as the larger 
Himalayan but its 
speed and agility make it 
better suited to tarmac 

footpegs made for a comfortable stance. It 
was not too laid back or too aggressive. This 
is the result of miles of testing that Royal 
Enfield puts into mule bikes before the spec-
ifications are set in 
stone. Tiny tweaks 
over tens of thou-
sands of test miles by 
a team of riders of 
varying weight, 
height and riding 
styles is what makes 
the ergonomics of 
these new Royal Enfields good.

I have always found the Sherpa engine to be 
butter smooth and with the more aggressive 
throttle map on this one, a flick of the wrist is all 
it needs to surge ahead enthusiastically, at times 
even without shifting down a gear. It was on the 

curvaceous hill roads that I carried mad speeds 
into corners, with minimal braking and leaning 
the motorcycle at angles that I did not think I 
could. Also helping to keep the rear wheel from 

locking up if I went 
down a gear too many 
was the assist-and-
slipper clutch. David, 
the Spaniard who was 
leading us, has ridden 
motorcycles on this 
route all his life and I 
went into each corner 

following his line and this motorcycle was my 
perfect partner in crime.

The Guerrilla rides on 17-inch wheels that are 
shod with wide profile Ceat tubeless tyres; 
120/70 at the front and 160/60 at the rear. These 
profiles play a large part in the thrill of carving 

The Guerilla’s joystick toggle 
switch has a fiddly feel and is 
sensitive, making it difficult to 

toggle between modes 

The Nyhavn harbor area in Copenhagen; and (right) SMK, National Gallery of Denmark.. 

DELHI 

LIFE, AS IT HAPPENS
Till 4 August
The Art Qurious gallery is presenting an exhibition of six 
contemporary artists—Ratna Vira, Ashok Juttu, Kiran 
Sherkhane, Naina Redhu, Raj Chowdhury and Ravi Katta-
kuri—all focusing on the complexities of human emotions 
and experiences through their work. The paintings high-
light personal experiences through figurative imagery, 
with hints of Surrealism. 

Noon to 8pm. Travancore House, 10A, KG Marg, Mandi 
House. For details, visit Theartqurious.com 

MUMBAI

MOVIES UNDER THE STARS: PSYCHO 
2 August

Watch the screening of Alfred Hitchcock’s 1960 psycholog-
ical thriller loosely based on the real-life killings of con-
victed Wisconsin murderer and grave robber Ed Gein. The 
109-minute black-and-white film, which stars Anthony 
Perkins, Vera Miles, John Gavin and Janet Leigh, won an 
Edgar Allan Poe Award (for Best Motion Picture) and a 
Golden Globe (Best Supporting Actress–Motion Picture, 
awarded to Leigh). 

6:30pm. Little Theatre, NCPA Marg, Nariman Point. For 
details, visit www.ncpamumbai.com

BENGALURU 

BENGALURU POETRY FESTIVAL
3 & 4 August 
Over 50 poets, artistes and musicians will participate in 
the eighth edition of the poetry festival, organised by 
bookstore and events space Atta Galatta. The two-day 
event will include poetry performances, discussions 
about the connection between poetry and music, and 
workshops on poetry writing. Among the highlights will 
be performances by singer-songwriter Kavish Seth and 
Vipul Rikh; sessions with singers Shankar Mahadevan 
and Ila Arun, where they will talk about their journey in 
the music industry; and Kannada poet Jayant Kaikini’s 
solo reading. 

9:30am-8pm. Grand Mercure Bengaluru Gopalan Mall, 
Old Madras Road. For details, visit in.bookmyshow.com 

A Mint guide to what’s happening
in and around your city
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and a classic film 
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